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Woods Tours Schools..qompa 14

State School Superintendent Woods talked safety amid COVID-19 with nursing staff and UCHS
senior interns Mary Davis and Jaden Olmstead last week.
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Lisha Woods that Thursday.
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Primary School Principal Millie Owenbys, left, showing off the media center for Richard and

.
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POW and MIA to be honored by American
Legion Auxiliary at local Davenport Vet Center

On Friday, Sep-
tember 18th, from 4-7
PM, the local Unit 121
of the American Legion
Auxiliary will hold an
open house at the Leon
Davenport Veterans
Center on 78 Old Blue
Ridge Highway (the
gray building that used
to be the Blairsville

the table of honor,
and attendees will
be given a few mo-
ments to speak, if
they desire, about
their loved one.
COVID pre-
cautions will be
taken; social dis-
tancing will be ob-
served and masks

Chamber of Commerce,
adjacent to the park and ride).

Those who have expe-
rienced the grief of having
or being a POW or MIA are
welcome to come and join in
fellowship for a time of re-
flection.

During the open house,

& LocAaL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

POW MIA individuals will be
honored with a candle light-
ing, and recitations of the
Missing Man will be given at
4:30, 5:30, and 6:30.
Attendees are encour-
aged to bring a photo of the
POW/MIA to be placed on

will be required to
be worn inside the building.
Light refreshments will be
served.

For more information
on the program, please contact
Unit President/Chaplain Jan-
ice Walters-Taylor at 706-745-
1854. NT(Sep9,7Z4)CA

students safe on campus.

Woods has been visiting
various schools around the state
to see how different systems
are operating amid COVID-
19. He’s been gathering ideas
as well as asking what he as an
elected official can do for the
schools.

Hill said he would
like for communication to
improve between the school
system and the Department of
Public Health, but that he had
the utmost confidence in the
district’s local COVID-19 Task
Force consisting of doctors
and others from the Blairsville
community.

Together, Woods, Hill,
Principal C.T. Hussion and
an entourage of educators
undertook an extensive walking
tour of the high school, stopping
to speak with teachers and
students while discussing the
various COVID mitigation
practices implemented in Union
County.

From there, Hill took
Woods over to the primary
school, where Principal Millie
Owenby led him on a tour of the
facility there, showing him the
ways in which the school has
come to embrace the successes
and challenges of this year’s
virtual and in-class learning

options.

Woods was impressed
by the district’s preparation,
lauding both the robust online
learning contingencies and
the in-house contact tracing
program in the inevitable event
of COVID-19, to be assisted by
systemwide assigned seating
to limit the number of people
having to quarantine.

“It seems to be a very
unified group,” Woods said of
the overall effort. “With contact
tracing, the plan there looks to
be very efficient — what I’ve
seen is a good job.

“I think we’re looking at
what could be for the future, and
we’re looking at some proactive
things such as distance learning
and what do we want to keep
even after this passes.”

Added Woods, “When
you look at how everyone’s
handling (returning amid
COVID-19), it’s a little bit
different, but there are a lot
of commonalities. Here, they
have a great plan; they know
that if X happens, this will be
our next step.

“Looking at providing
for needs of kids, of teachers —
even those that have underlying
conditions — I think they’re
being very respectful of that.
They face some of the challenges

that other districts are facing
and if they lose teachers, tha
becomes problematic.

“They’re working it ou
that, if we do lose teachers
where does that come from, or
what is that potentially going
to do?”

Hill let Woods know
that everyone in Union County
Schools was thankful for the
state’s help accessing critical
hot spots for kids without
home internet access, and he
shared excitement for a good
rest of the year as roughly
75% of students continue in-
person instruction and 25% dc
online-only.

Before parting ways
Thursday, Hill also made sure
to tell Woods that his entire
leadership team and all the
schools were thankful for
his and Lisha’s trip to Union
County, noting further his owr
gratitude that Woods seemed tc
really care and want to listen tc
local school systems.

“Y’all’s success is out
success,” Woods said. “I wan
to thank you for allowing us tc
come up today. There will be
some things that I take back
and have discussions eithe:
internally or with the governor
just so that we can make sure
the school year goes well.”

Nelson Thomas honored for Leade

Nelson Thomas received
a plaque of appreciation for
his unwavering leadership and
support to the Union County
Democratic Committee at the
August meeting. Mr. Nelson
served as County Committee
Chair for many years from
2005 to 2014 and 2017 to Jan-
uary 2020.

Mr. Thomas grew up
in Fannin County where his
father also served as County
Democratic Committee Chair
until moving to Union County
with the family. He says that
his interest in the Democratic
party started at around eight
years old tagging along with
his father. After college at
University of Georgia, Mr.
Thomas began a career in Real
Estate. He currently is Night
Emergency  Supervisor at
Branan Lodge in Blairsville.

He describes  him-
self as an FDR (Franklin D.
Roosevelt) Democrat. Mr.
Thomas said, in the past, he
questioned the differences in
Democrats and Republicans
and became a stronger Demo-
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Nelson Thomas receiving plaque of appreciation from Michelle Ma-

loney, Second Vice-Chair
crat because of studying those
differences. He believes that
“divine providence and gov-
ernment have a positive role
to play in our country” is the
difference between the two
parties.

Union County Demo-
cratic Committee meets the
second Thursday of the month.

Recently the meetings were
held by Zoom but the Augus
meeting was held at Meeks
Park with masks and social
distancing required.

Currently there are al-
most 300 people receiving the
UC Democratic newslette
with about 30 people just re-
cently added.
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MONTGOMERY
CONCRETE

~ FOR ALL YOUR CONCRETE NEEDS ~

(AN HOME FURNISHNGS

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the

Trust Tom Taylor
ﬁ¥ In lfg?‘i ty YOUR LICENSED LOCAL AGENT
W Guidance Medicare

& EXCAVATING

Grading, Dump Truck, Gravel,

Forming through Finlshing, House Slabs,
Driveways, Sidewalks, Stamped
Colored Concrete. Top Quality Work!
Blg Jobs and Small Jobs! « Insured

See photos on Facebook under Lee Montgomery

Call 706-781-1806

Back Door We've Got You Covered!”

568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209 f
Mon-Fri 9am-6pm ¢ Sat 9am-4pm ¢ Closed Sun

Taylor Insurance Group |  Advantage Plans
Supplements, Life,
WE DO WHAT Under 65 Health Plans,
OTHERS Dental
PROMISE

\/

770-298-9161 ph/text
1-706-400-5754 Fax

tom@tomtaylorinsurancegroup.com

Dirt, Driveways, Underbrushing,

Lot Clearing, Water Lines, Basements

No Job Too Small - FREE Estimates
Locally Owned & Operated

706-897-0411

E
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PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

DO You NEED
COPY PAPER?

20# Copy Paper » 104 Brightness
$38° per 500 Sheets
¥38 per Case of 5000 Sheets
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Pvintgng osmpany
266 Cleveland St., Blairsville

Z706-745-6343

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

Mountain Wildflower Honey

Sourwood Honey
Honey Taffy
Creamed '\ : Beeswax
Honey Candles

Blairsuille, GA store « UGA Certified Beekeepers
Local raw unfiltered honey products
Follow us on Facebook

954-305-6158 or 407-718-2498

Travis Gibson

706-897-8564

<~ Gibson Land Service
K

Y7 KELLEY HOME
ﬁ IMPROVEMENTS

“May you have joy in the work of the LORD”
Remodeling ¢ Painting
Yard Maintenance

Sugar Magnolia
SN L€ D/ " 1</ Home Decor
Mon.-Fri e \# J:-~ ) Forever Flowers
f ' <\Baby Gifts NS
ga?afpm ashioiyAc&Es. Tree Removal
) T Jewelry B t T
loam:-3pm L Acrylic Dishware ucket Truck

Gifts and Interiors

267 B Cleveland St. Blairsville
Backside of the Nationwide Bldg.

(706)230-9100

Grading
Views
24 Hour Service

k]
Worker’s Compensation Insurance

Kieth Prentice Heatingand Air LLC

. 1376A HLLIY 5ISE
P e I'Itll.‘.B Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Ouwner  Phone: 706-745-9665

kiethcomfortconsultant@gmail com  Fax: 706-635-2684

& Much More

Mark A. Kelley, Owner

706-897-9485
FREE ESTIMATES

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478
Cell 706-781-4858

Complete Design
Installation
Maintenance

“We go the extra mile” g3

North Georgia News

706-745-6343
THE BEST PLACE
FOR LOCAL NEWS
AND ADVERTISING!

Michelin
BFG
j b Uniroyal

Specializing In:
Alignment « Computer Balancing
Brakes * Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill
Oil Changes

Thomas Tire, Inc.
Auto & Big Truck Service

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

PLACE YOUR

AD HERE!
Advertise with other
Local Business here in

the Blairsville area!
Contact Derek
706-994-8973
or 706-745-6343
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ACKY JONE

Ford « Hayesville, NC « 888.342.2282 « Chevrolet «Murphy, NC ¢ 888.614.8960
Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram ¢ Hayesville, NC » 888.384.3145 & Franklin, NC + 828.369.5003

AUTOMODTIVE

We Make Buying Easy!

JACKYJONES.NET




